


To perceptive people in 134 countries, 
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How do you like LILLET ? 


LILLET neat 


Lillet is a delicious and highly 
original drink with a slightly bitter 
sweet flavour. For that reason it 
is one of the few aperitifs that tastes 
magnificent alone and ungilded. One 


glass will convince! 





LILLET with gin 


When you are thirsty a tall glass One-third Lillet and two-thirds 
filled with Lillet and a long splash vin makes a cocktail that is not 
of soda makes one of the world’s nly different but extremely deli- 
most refreshing drinks. Add ice jus. Don’t shake by the way—stir! 
it will only improve that subtle, (Use a jug, lots of ice, and stir like 
mad as all good barmen do.) 


LILLET with soda 


bitter-sweet taste 


Always serve your Lillet as chilled as you can 
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Outstanding! 








The more you know 
about Scotch, the more 
you like Ballantine's 
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DUE TO BE MARRIED ON DECEMBER 15: KING BAUDOUIN OF THE BELGIANS AND DONA FABIOLA DE MORA Y ARAGON, 


This enchanting pre-wedding picture shows the young Belgian King posing 
with his Spanish fiancée on the steps of the Chateau de Ciergnon, the Belgian 


Royal Family's country residence in the Ardennes. It has been announced 
that the wedding is to take place in Brussels on December 15. Nation-wide 
rejoicing broke out in Belgium when the news of the engagement was made 
public, especially since the announcement took everyone by surprise. 
Apparently no one had previously linked the king’s name with that of Dona 


Fabiola. She has a twin sister, six older brothers and sisters, and is the 
daughter of the late Don Gonzalo de Mora y Fernandez, Conde de Mora and 
Marqués de Casa Riera, and of Dofia Bianca d'Aragon, descendant of King 
Henry I of Navarre. She is fluent in French, English and German, and has 
been learning Flemish. Dofia Fabiola was joyfully received when she arrived 
in Brussels shortly after the announcement of the engagement. The Belgian 
people, in fact, have taken her very much into their hearts in a short time. 





SUPPLEMEN tO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


SPLENDID UNPUBLISHED IKONS FROM ST. CATHERINE’S MONASTERY, MOUN’ 
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IN THE CHAPEL OF THE BURNING BUSH, ST. CATHERINE’S MONASTERY: A VIRGIN AND 
CHILD (PROBABLY RUSSIAN, I7TH ISTH CENTURY) SURROUNDED BY FAIENCE TILES FROM 
CONSTANTINOPLE, UNDER A GREEN-BLUE AND GOLD CEILING 


Aes 
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THE VIRGIN OF CYPRUS, ENTHRONED WITH HER FEET ON A SHELL, SURROUNDED BY 
DAVID, SOLOMON, AARON, MOSES AND ST. ANTHONY. GREEK, |7TH ISTH CENTURY 

N the southern part of the Sinai peninsula, the plateau of et-Tih rises in 

savage mountain masses; and here the massifs of the Jebel Serbal (6750 ft. 
and the Jebel Musa (7359 ft.) compete for the honour of being identified as 
the mountain on which Moses received the tablets of the law. The arguments 
on either side have been variously put forward over the centuries and are still 
open for discussion; but the popular tradition that the Jebel Musa is indeed 
the mount of the law-giving and also the scene of the miracle of the Burning 
Bush is more widely accepted; and the existence in the folds of Mount 
Catherine, the highest peak of this massif, of the monastery of St. Catherine 
has of course led to the very general acceptance of this claim. A pre-Christian 
sanctity has been claimed for Mount Sinai; and towards the end of the 6th 
century A.D. Antoninus Martyr said that the heathen celebrated = [Continued above 
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SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF MOSES -A GREEK IKON OF THE !6TH I8TH CENTURY ABOVE 

RECEIVING THE TABLETS OF THE LAW; (BELOW) THE VIRGIN OF THE BURNING BUSH; 

LEFT) GOD SPEAKING TO MOSES; (RIGHT) THE WELL OF JETHRO; AND (ABOVE RIGHT) 
ANGELS WITH THE BODY OF ST. CATHERINE. 


Continued.| there ceremonies connected with moon worship. Since the Mesopo- 
tamian moon-god’s name was Sin—the great centre of his worship was Harran — it 
is sometimes claimed that the name Sinai derives from the god Sin. In early Christian 
times the peninsula was better wooded, it is claimed, and many Christian 
anchorites inhabited Sinai, living mostly in the caves with which the rocks are 
riddled. Monasteries were built and the most famous was that of St. Catherine. 
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A RUSSIAN IKON, FRAMED IN EMBOSSED SILVER, SHOWING ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST AS AN ARCHANGEL 
HOLDING HIS SEVERED HEAD IN A BOWL PROBABLY |7TH-1’TH CENTURY 


Reproduced from 





colour photos 


This 

churcl 
been | 
Burnit 
Bush. 
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SINAI—THE WORLD’S LARGEST, RICHEST 
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THE BLUE MADONNA OF SINAI THE BLUE BORDER WITH ITS REMAINS OF PAINTED A SPLENDIDLY PAINTED ST. CATHERINE- BYZANTINE WORK OF THE 15TH I7TH CENTURY, 
FLOWERS AND SAINTS IS PROBABLY OLDER THAN THE TEMPERA PORTRAIT OF THE VIRGIN THE BACKGROUND ENTIRELY COVERED WITH RICHLY EMBOSSED AND ENGRAVED SILVER-GILT 
AND CHILD. BYZANTINE, 15TH 17TH CENTURY WORK OF ORIENTAL STYLE 


This was founded by the Emperor Justinian and his Empress, Theodora, in 530 A.D.; and the 

church, which certainly dates from this reign, incorporates an earlier tower said to have 

been built by Helena. The walls enclose the spot where Moses is believed to have seen the 

Burning Bush and there is indeed at the east end of the church a special Chapel of the Burning 

Bush. Aiso inside the walls stands a Mosque, which was probably E-uilt in the 15th century, 

supposedly by the 

monks themselves 

who were alarmed 

by a report that the 

Arabs proposed to 

destroy their 

monastery. Pre- 

vious to 1930 and 

the building of a 

motor-road the 

monastery was 

extremely difficult 

of access, involv- 

ing a journey of 

about six days on 

camel-back and in 

consequence it 

was visited only 

by the most en- 

thusiastic tourists 

and the most de- 

vout pilgrims. In 

1956, however, in 

the brief time be- 

tween the Israeli 

capture of the 

Sinai peninsula 

and the handing 

over of the area to 

the United Nations 

forces, Israeli 

scholars seized the 

opportunity otf 

examining some 

of the antiquities A MOVING PORTRAYAL OF CHRIST, AFTER THE DESCENT FROM THE CROSS 

of the area. Pro- THIS IS A BYZANTINE IKON, PROBABLY OF THE 15TH 17TH CENTURY 

fessor B. Mazar 

led an expedition to the monastery of St. Catherine; and a number of interesting 

photographs appeared in our issue of Dec. 22, 1956. Previously to this, however, 

Mr. George W. Allan (then living in Cairo) had paid a number of visits and had recorded 

in colour photographs a large number of brilliant ikons and other remarkable objects of 

the greatest interest and beauty, many of which were unknown to the outside world or 

were certainly not available for publication in colour. It has been reported that there are 

about 7000 ikons including some of the 20th century) distributed about the monastery 

in various chapels, stores and private cells as well as in the library and principal church 

AN EARLY TH 17TH CENTURY) RUSSIAN IKON SHOWING ST. NICHOLAS, SURROUNDED and although this number is much exaggerated there is no doubt that the St. Catherine's 
BY TWELVE SMALL PICTURES GIVING SCENES FROM HIS LIFE collection of Oriental Christian ikons is the largest and most valuable in the world. 
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by Mr. George W. Allan 
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AN 18TH CENTURY MASTERPIECE OF DECORATIVE ART NOW RESTORED: THORNHILL’S NOBLE PAINTED CEILING AT GREENWICH. 


In our issue of July 9 we published several black-and-white photographs of 
the newly-transformed Painted Hall at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 
whose great ceiling had just been successfully restored after a long history 
of barbarous cleaning and re-varnishing dating back to only a few years after 
This colour illustration, taken of course 
For the first time in over 200 years 
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the work was completed in 1727 
vertically, gives some idea of its splendour. 


the ceiling displays some of its pristine magnificence. Sir James Thornhill 
(1676-1734), who was hailed as the first great English ‘‘ history painter,’’ 
and later became the first English artist to be knighted for his work, took 
twenty years over the Greenwich Hall, and chose as the theme of this central 
oval the triumph of Peace and Liberty. Apollo drives his chariot through the 
sky, while William and Mary are seated beneath a canopy in the centre. 


Photographs by the Ministry of Works, Crown Copyright reserved. 





